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Dear ACC MacDonald 
 
Facial recognition software 

I am writing to you regarding Police Scotland’s intention to introduce the use of 
facial recognition software, as outlined in the Policing 2026 strategy. 

Could you please provide details of the plans that Police Scotland has in place to 
introduce the use of this technology, including details of any trials that have taken 
place or are planned, and the proposed timetable for approval and introduction. 

Could you please provide details of how Police Scotland intends to ensure that 
necessary safeguards would be in place prior to the introduction of the use of 
facial recognition software. This should include the consideration that will be given 
to impacts on communities and on human rights, as well as meeting legislative 
and data protection requirements. Also, details of consideration of the impacts 
and effectiveness of the use of facial recognition software by other police forces.  

Could you please confirm whether the proposed introduction of this new 
technology would be an issue that would be considered by an ethics panel and, if 
so, could you confirm the organsations and individuals who might be included on 
such a panel. Also, whether it would be Police Scotland’s intention that the 
introduction and use of this new technology would be subject to any internal 
consultation, for example by the police consultation forum. 

In January 2016, HMICS published its Audit and Assurance Review of the use of 
the Facial Search functionality within the UK Police National Database (PND) by 
Police Scotland. The report included a number of recommendations for Police 
Scotland.  Could you please confirm whether all of the recommendations have 
been actioned? 

 

https://www.hmics.scot/sites/default/files/publications/HMICS%20Audit%20and%20Assurance%20Review%20of%20the%20use%20of%20the%20Facial%20Search%20functionality%20within%20the%20UK%20Police%20National%20Database%20%28PND%29%20by%20Police%20Scotland_0.pdf
https://www.hmics.scot/sites/default/files/publications/HMICS%20Audit%20and%20Assurance%20Review%20of%20the%20use%20of%20the%20Facial%20Search%20functionality%20within%20the%20UK%20Police%20National%20Database%20%28PND%29%20by%20Police%20Scotland_0.pdf
https://www.hmics.scot/sites/default/files/publications/HMICS%20Audit%20and%20Assurance%20Review%20of%20the%20use%20of%20the%20Facial%20Search%20functionality%20within%20the%20UK%20Police%20National%20Database%20%28PND%29%20by%20Police%20Scotland_0.pdf
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A response by 23 August 2019 would be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


